Mapping Your Course: re(Designing) a Course into Modules for Online Delivery

The design or redesign process for a course to be delivered online may begin at various stages of instructional or curricular development. Some courses may be currently delivered in a face-to-face or hybrid format, and require redesign into an online delivery mode, while others are being designed for the first time. Regardless of the re(design) starting point, modularizing a course can greatly assist in the design process and also in developing a quality online course. 

Example of a Face-to-Face Module in a Research Methods Course 

	Module: Identifying a topic for the research proposal and writing a hypothesis and research questions 

	Objectives 
	What the Instructor Does
	What the Learner Does

	· Generate possible topic(s) for theses / research project proposals on current issues of professional interest


	Review examples of former students’ past research proposals; provide students with various online resources related to current issues related to their professions of interest 
	Read various previous students’ research proposals; investigate professional associations of interest and their publications to identify current issues in their professional fields of interest; develop a list of 3-5 topic areas to research for proposal topic 



	· Develop research questions and hypotheses around their research topic 


	Demonstrate the process undertaken in other proposals to collect research in a few areas and develop a new area for investigation, which builds on previous work; provide examples of other hypotheses and research questions as models; provide a rubric to use in evaluating the connection between hypotheses and research questions


	Read various articles in their area of professional interest; begin to identify areas unaddressed in existing research; identify variables to be used in their hypothesis and establish relationship between them; formulate hypothesis; draft questions that will address various facets of hypothesis


To begin the process of modularization, consider a course that you might be designing or redesigning into an online format. Identify each of the course objectives. Note that objectives are typically granular, action-oriented, and more specific than course goals, which may be more general in describing what students are meant to accomplish. Take a moment to consider what the instructor does to support or meet those objectives and what the student is asked to do to meet those objectives. 

	Module: 



	Objectives 
	What the Instructor Does
	What the Learner Does

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Next, select a portion of those objectives to be used in the (re)design process; objectives selected should be enough to form a module, or 1-3 weeks of content. Modules should be somewhat self-contained units of instruction; a course typically has 4-7 modules. Use additional sheets as necessary.

	Module: 



	Objectives 
	What the Instructor Does
	What the Learner Does

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


In an online course, an instructor has the ability to diversify the way in which a student interacts with content. For instance, an instructor may use any of the following methods or tools: lecture, readings, activities, research, writing, projects, discussions, demonstrations, multimedia, cases, assessments or others. Below is an example of a module or section of the face-to-face course example above that has been (re)designed into an online format. 

Example of an Online Course Module

	Module: Develop a hypothesis and research questions

	Objectives 
	Activities 

	· Write a hypothesis 


	· Online discussion: briefly discuss the topic area of interest to you, tell us what you have found in previous research on your topic and what your study might contribute that is new. 

· View short 15-minute video lecture describing the process of identifying variables related to your topic. 

· Online assignment: post the variables that you have identified in your topic of interest and propose what the relationship might be between them (i.e., positive linear, negative linear, no relationship); instructor will provide feedback and approve variable relationships. 

· Write a paragraph or two describing your hypothesis to include the variable relationships. 

· Online discussion: post your hypothesis to the discussion board and provide feedback to 2 other posted hypotheses. In your feedback, clearly state what works and what could be improved in the posted hypothesis. 



	· Write 5-7 research questions supporting the hypothesis 


	· Online assignment: review at least 3 articles from your earlier literature review and identify the research questions contained in those studies; submit those to the instructor along with the articles. 

· Online assignment: using a mind map tool, identify all the questions that you might need to ask to prove or disprove your hypothesis and clearly identify the portions or areas of your hypothesis to which the questions are related. 

· Online discussion: post your research questions and your hypothesis; using the research question rubric provided, rate 2 other students’ research questions and hypotheses; use the feedback you received to make improvements to your research questions and your hypotheses and submit for grading to the dropbox. 




Using the course module that you mapped out above, select objectives for 1 module and insert them below. Consider the many ways that you can diversify the delivery of your content: lectures, readings, activities, research, writing, projects, discussion, demonstrations, multimedia uses, cases or assessments to name a few. With this in mind, describe what the instructor and student role will be in meeting the objective. Next, think about what area of the Bloom’s taxonomy
 is targeted in the activities for that objective. Finally, determine the relationship of your objectives to other objectives in the module and to the course goals or other content in the course. In other words, how well does this content align or support the rest of the course. 

	Course Module: 



	Class

#
	Objectives 
	Instructor activity
	Student activity
	Bloom’s

Taxonomy 
	Relationship to module objectives; relationship to other content 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Course Module: 
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#
	Objectives 
	Instructor activity
	Student activity
	Bloom’s

Taxonomy 
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� See Bloom’s Digital Taxonomy in your resource binder or CD. 
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