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The issue: Are social networking Web sites appropriate for teenagers? Or should
their access to such Web sites be restricted?

e Critics of social networking Web sites say: Sexual predators and pedophiles can access
social networking Web sites too easily; many of them use such Web sites to entice
teenagers to meet them in person, which can lead to sexual assault or worse. Also,
teenagers spend too much time on social networking Web sites, just as they spend too
much time watching television or playing video games, for example, a trend that can stunt
their social growth.

e Supporters of social networking Web sites say: Web sites such as MySpace allow
teenagers to socialize and make friends with people they ordinarily would not approach.
Social networking Web sites can help shy people come out of their shells, and they allow
teenagers to experiment with different identities, which benefits their social development.

In cyberspace, we are learning to live in virtuadnds. We may find ourselves alone as we navigdigay
oceans, unravel virtual mysteries and engineeualrskyscrapers. But increasingly, when we stepufih the
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looking glass, other people are there as wehterry Turkle, sociologist

A fairly recent phenomenon, social networking Witbsshave quickly caught on with millions of teeaeg)
around the world. MySpace, the most popular sa@élorking Web site, has become "pandemic” amoisg U.
high schoolers, says Alan Warhaftig, a teacheraaimdinistrator at Fairfax Magnet Center for the disArts in
Los Angeles. "All my eleventh graders, except foee or four, out of 35, have MySpace" profiles,ridédtig
says.

Jeff Adkins/AP Photo

Zach Ellis (left) and Brenton Thomas look at a MySp  ace profile at
Ellis's home in Knoxville, Tenn. More than half of a Il Internet users
between the ages of 15 and 20 are MySpace members.

Registration for most social networking Web sitefrée. Members are allotted a personal Web page, o
"profile,” which they can design as they wish. Tloay add pictures of themselves, post messageshier
people to read, and compile lists of their favatitieags and interests.

Members also can link their profiles to those dfestmembers. In the world of social networking Veébs, it
is not unusual for users to accumulate hundreds) thousands, of online "friends"--some of whony timay
know from school or another social setting, anegghwhom they may have never actually spoken toetr
face-to-face.

Social networking Web sites such as MySpace haweeprto be wildly popular with teenagers. "MySphas
changed how [young] people...share and absorbmotber,” writes James Verini Manity Fair."They blog,
flirt and diarize, post pictures, videos, persaralork, songs and poetry, and generously distibut
compliments and insults." In other words, teenageesWeb sites such as MySpace to do normal te¢hiaggs
in an online setting, observers say.

However, there is a dark side to the popularitgaxfial networking Web sites among teenagers, expatition.
Sexual predators have been known to use Web sithsas MySpace to gain access to the contact iafoom
of teenagers, according to local and federal lalereement agents. Making matters worse, many teenag
members of such Web sites--particularly girls--gmstures of themselves in revealing outfits or poomising
positions, perhaps not realizing that Web site siscMySpace can be accessed by anyone with a tengmnad
an Internet connection, authorities say.
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Reacting to that threat, many schools have banosgsa to social networking Web sites on school cdenp.
A bill introduced to the House of Representativebay 2006 would make that rule apply to all sckanlthe
U.S. Several politicians and public figures havekgm out against the dangers of teenagers using soc
networking Web sites without supervision.

Are teenagers mature enough to handle the potelatiaers of social networking Web sites? Or shthed
access to such sites be limited, or completelyiotst?

Critics of social networking Web sites argue tlegnagers are too naive and immature to participatéeb
sites such as MySpace. Teenagers are too trustthg@anot see the potential dangers that such Webmose,
critics say. Additionally, opponents argue, sooktiworking Web sites can become an addiction femagers.
Young people often confuse such Web sites withgeailal interaction, which can have negative effect their
social development, they maintain.

Defenders of social networking Web sites, howeargue that Web sites such as MySpace are uniquiedds
to a typical teenager's personal developmentaows teenagers to discover themselves and theepn the
world in a safe, online environment. Shy peopleehia®en known to use the Web sites to break ouneaf t
shells, they maintain. Additionally, because theyolve computers, social networking Web sites azglp h
prepare teenagers for an increasingly technologgiigent job market, advocates say.

The Internet as Social Experience

Since entering the mainstream in the early-to-n8i€6lek, the Internet has altered the way peopleaatavith
one another. Because it allows for large grougseoble separated by long distances to communicate
instantaneously with one another, the Internetitably became a place where people could "socializ#hout
ever leaving their houses.
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Since social networking Web sites exploded in popularity with the debut of
Friendster in 2002, millions of people worldwide have joined one or more of
them. Some cater to niche audiences, such as Facebook, which requires a
college or high school e-mail eddress to register, or Blackplanet.com, which is
geared toward African Americans. The most popular social networking Web
site to date is MySpace, which as of May 2006 claimed more than 79 million
members; its founders say the site is still growing every day. According to
Alexa Internet Inc., a company that tracks Web site traffic, MySpace is the fifth-
most-visited Web site in the world, trailing only Yahoo!, Google, MSMN.com and
Baidu, a Chinese search engine.
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One of the earliest examples of Internet sociabpatvas found in multi-user domains (MUDs), whargetnet
users could participate in a type of role-playiagng that usually had a science-fiction or medigwaine. First
developed in the late 1970s, MUDs allowed participdo enter a text-based fantasy world through the
Internet servers, where they often assumed thepassof druids, witches or elves. Players coulé typ
commands to one another, developing online relskigs that sometimes carried over into the realdvor
MUDs peaked in popularity during the 1980s, but satill exist. Many of today's best-selling compgames
rely on the basic principles of MUDs--role playiagd user interaction over the Internet--only adding
graphical component to go along with the text.

Throughout the 1980s, the Internet continued tevgrosophistication and popularity. Many of its tsetarted
becoming involved in newsgroups--online discus$ioards onto which Internet users could post infoignaor
opinions about a given topic. Newsgroups were argahalong broad lines; for example, one that begém
the prefix "rec" focused on recreational activitiesch as video games or television programs. Newpg
helped people from around the world meet one anathen online setting to discuss shared interests.

Then, in 1988, a Finnish computer programmer nabagkko Oikarinen developed the first Internet R&lénat
(IRC). IRC allowed Internet users to communicatthwine another instantaneously in a chat roomnggtti
Using monikers known as "screen names" to ideftiéynselves, IRC members could form chat rooms that
included dozens of fellow Internet users, usingrtkeyboards to "talk” to each other in real time.

Shortly after IRC's development, an Internet seryovider called America Online (AOL) appropriated
technology. AOL's chat rooms became an immedidfertany credit them with sparking the general pibli
interest in the Internet's potential. By the mid®Q9, with the introduction of third-party Interredtat programs
such as ICQ and AOL's own Instant Messenger, miliof people a day were communicating and soai@izi
through the Internet.

In terms of demographics, Internet chatting quigkigved to be most popular with the computer-sgwouth of
the 1990s and early 2000s. Teenagers in the UdSnany other parts of the developed world begandipg
large amounts of their free time talking to frierml&r the Internet. In response to that trend, thameAbrams,
an entrepreneur from Mountain View, Calif., devadg-riendster, which is generally considered tthedirst
successful social-networking Web site aimed spsadlfi at young people.

Launched in 2002, Friendster quickly attractedionlé of members; as of May 2006 it had approxinya2él
million. Upon registering for the site--which, likeost other social networking Web sites, is fregera gain
access to a customizable profile, onto which theymost pictures of themselves, lists of things ititarest
them, titles of television shows and music theypgnand so on. Users can then search for other menhlased
on those interests, ultimately compiling a lisbafine "friends"--some of whom they may know frontside
the Internet, but others whom they may not know.

A similar social networking Web site made its deiputarly 2004, when an undergraduate at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass., launched the Faokbblamed for the book of students' headshots camymo
distributed on college campuses at the beginnirigetchool year to promote social interaction gback was
originally intended for Harvard students only. Watabut the Web site spread quickly, however. Faaébo
membership had grown to about 7.5 million as of Ma@6.

Facebook functions much the same way as Friendsieunlike its predecessor, Facebook requiredid va
high-school or college electronic-mail addressoin.j(Originally, the site was limited to collegeidents, but it
has since expanded its reach.) Because it is ggliftargeted at students, Facebook includes more
student-friendly features than Friendster--membarspost their class schedules, for instance. Soghe
schools, however, restrict students from using thehool e-mail addresses to register for the site.
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MySpace Generation

By far the most popular social networking Web sit@ppear thus far is MySpace. Co-founded in 2G0Bdm
Anderson, an amateur musician with a film degremfthe University of California at Los Angeles, &ris
DeWolfe, a marketing expert, MySpace has becomermmier social networking Web site since its Japua
2004 launch. As of May 2006, it has nearly 80 miilmembers, and it continues to grow each day. Mg&p
receives more daily traffic than popular Web s#esh as the retail outlet Amazon.com, the usergéee
encyclopedia Wikipedia and the online auction sBay. MySpace also often receives at least 20 taeesany
visitors as competitors such as Friendster.

MySpace offers a greater degree of customizatian thost other social networking Web sites. Usens ica
effect, design their personal homepages howevgntieh, adding different animations, photographs,
backgrounds, songs and even videos that can bedotaythe Web site alongside their personal inftiona

Additionally, all MySpace members are given acdedbeir own Web log, onto which they can postithei
thoughts, opinions or whatever information they filse sharing with the online world. (Nonmembeenalso
view MySpace profiles, although their access istéoh) MySpace's main draw is that members can &mak
friends" with other members, building up lists néhds that often total in the hundreds.

MySpace was originally conceived as a music Wef ait online forum where up-and-coming artists @oul
post songs and information about themselves. Inddg8pace's founders estimate that more than 6600
the Web site's members are bands and individuaicrans seeking to promote their work, whether they
established acts such as the rap group Black Egad & unsigned acts like the rock band Clap Yamrdd Say
Yeah.

Because of its massive popularity, MySpace hasgelia level of cultural significance far greateart that of
any of its predecessors and competitors. Some MySmp@mbers have become quasi-celebrities on the dfas
their profiles and pictures alone. One such mensbEorBiddeN, a clothing designer from Orange Cgunt
Calif., who has accumulated more than 700,000 f%" The comedian Dane Cook used MySpace to pemot
one of his compact discs, which has since becoraebthe best-selling comedy albums in history.

MySpace's most loyal audience is young people. fswteand

DeWolfe say that the vast majority of MySpace usees25 or

younger, and over a quarter of its members areruhdeage of
18. Company researchers say that more than half ioiternet

users age 15 through 20 are MySpace members.

Because it provides a largely unfiltered windowoittte lives of
American youth, MySpace is seen as a valuable riagke
resource for advertisers, promoters and corporati¢emity
Fair's Verini compares the site to "a microscope ihtodontent
News Corp.,, a multinational media habits and brand choices of America's capricioustyo
conglomerate run by Rubert Murdoch,  market"--a demographic that, before MySpace, wawed as

purchased the popular social networking — potoriously fickle and difficult to track.
Web site MySpace in July 2005 for $580

million.

Tony Lewis/Getty Images

Marketers commonly use MySpace to determine exadiigh
trends are popular among teenagers and which oadaling
out of favor with them. Many of those marketersdnaaid that, thanks to MySpace, the most diffipalt of
their jobs is practically done for them. Advertsatso use MySpace to directly market to the cavitenage
demographic; one out of every eight "banner" aasemients on the Internet is found on MySpace.
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Experts say that the multinational media congloneekiews Corp. had that marketing potential in mareen it
purchased MySpace's parent company, Intermix Méatigg580 million in July 2005. (Richard Rosenb|ait
former Intermix chief executive officer, says hdidees that MySpace is worth far more than thassgay as
much as $5 billion.) Since that deal was made, Nearp.--which also owns Fox Broadcasting Co. armdfilm
studio 20th Century Fox--has used the Web sitedmpte Fox movies and television programs to young
people.

Sites' 'Dark Side' Creates Controversy

Experts say that it makes sense that networkieg siich as MySpace have caught on with teenagsusican
extent. "Teens are narcissistic and exhibitionistjtes Anastasia Goodstein on YPulse, a Web |agege
toward media and marketing professionals. Eacmergrofile is a teenager's attempt to define hifresel
herself, a way to figure out and understand hisesrplace in the world, Goodstein says. Teenageesiti the
process of learning who they are and they're pustoff out there for validation from someone ottiem their
parents, and MySpace is a way to do that," she. adds

Unsurprisingly, Goodstein says, many teenagersmeseorking sites to pursue sexual relationships wéeople
they already know, or sometimes with strangers whwey meet through the site. Some observers oékoci
networking Web sites argue that such sites taeilyourage that use. They note that many of thedraats
posted throughout MySpace, for instance, are fonemlating services. "The fact is that MySpace ddasys
used sex to sell itself and still does," Verinitesi.

Many of those observers warn against that usejrgdbat when teenagers pursue their collectiveiglex
development in the very public forum provided bywwrking sites, negative consequences can occa. Th
typical hormonal surge that occurs in one's teegages combined with the need for "validation™” disex by
Goodstein leads many high-schoolers--girls esdgeia post photographs of themselves in reveatintits or
sexually suggestive poses. Consequently, experid/sespace has become a popular destination faraex
predators and pedophiles, who use the site toeentinors into meeting them in person for sexuabanters.
Art Spada, the deputy mayor of West Hartford, Cpsays that "for bad folks, [MySpace] is like mgithe
lottery. You can't ask for an easier road to mes.K

In 2005, there were 1,224 reported incidents ofiferenticement” of minors by adults, accordinghe
National Center for Missing and Exploited Childrerhich also estimates that one in five children fezgivec
an unwanted sexual solicitation over the InterliSpace has been directly involved in a significant
percentage of those incidents, experts say, suichthe case of a 37-year-old man who sexuallywdssha
16-year-old girl from Long Island, N.Y., or a 35ayeold man who molested a 12-year-old girl fromifoahia.
(Registration to MySpace is technically restrictedhose aged 14 and older, but younger users béatout
their age when signing up for the Web site.)

In response to that trend, high schools, middl®sishand even elementary schools across the coliene held
meetings to educate parents about the potentigiedamf their children's Internet use. Those mgstare
typically run by school administrators or teachérs, they sometimes include local police officagents from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and federadgeators. At the meetings, parents are instruci@aanitor
their children's Internet habits and warn them altioel predators who lurk on social networking Wigdsssuch
as MySpace.

Taking further precautions, many schools have dddocial networking Web sites from their compyters
precluding students from accessing the sites duhegchool day. Others have forbidden the uselaid
e-mail addresses to register for Web sites likeeBack. Administrators from a Catholic high schaoBparta,
N.J., told their students in November 2005 to teate any membership they may have with a s
networking Web site; students who do not comply sigspension.
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Social networking Web sites have also drawn csiticbecause they have become havens for onlinargylly
observers say. Most schools reserve the rightsmgline students who threaten fellow student®achers
through online forums such as MySpace. A high stim@onnecticut assigned a police officer to wabeler
its hallways after students began posting violeessages on MySpace; a private high school in Madydesked
one student to leave after he made inappropriaterants on his Web log. [See 2005 Cyberbullying deg
the Public School Experience (sidebar)]

Although some schools have been criticized fortimgi students' freedom of expression, a law sidgned
President Bush (R) in January 2006 might give suations legal basis, experts say. That act, théevoe
Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthosizdct of 2005, outlaws anonymous e-mails or inét
postings that are written "with intent to annoysd, threaten or harass another person.”

Citing its so-called dark side, many politiciany@apoken out against MySpace. In May 2006, Rephf!
Fitzpatrick (R, Pa.) sponsored a law called the=bag) Online Predators Act, which would prohibiidgnts
from accessing social networking Web sites fronostliomputers. The act would also mandate theioreat
a Federal Communications Commission-run advisoardon Internet safety.

Representatives from MySpace, however, say thét legislation is unnecessary, as the company has
voluntarily taken an active role in preventing thisuse of MySpace by child predators. In April 20@&ired
Hemanshu Nigam--a former federal prosecutor ofivéechild exploitation cases and a White Houseasaav
on online bullying--to oversee safety issues. # aBo deleted more than 250,000 profiles of thwskr the
age of 14; representatives say they delete 5,060 mwfiles every day.

The company also has several employees whose jolsearch the two million new photos that are gabso
the site each day for inappropriate imagery, dejesinything that does not meet MySpace's officdahuadity
policy. Despite such measures, however, criticstaa that MySpace--and social networking Web sites
general--are, for many reasons, inappropriate erdastinations for teenagers.

Social Networking Web Sites Not Fit for Teens, Crits Say

Critics of social networking Web sites warn thatlsgites have become common destinations for sexual
predators and pedophiles. Social networking Weds sitovide a uniquely convenient forum for sexual
predators to interact with teenagers, many of whognyoung, naive girls just becoming aware of their
sexuality, experts say. Many of those girls pogéading photos of themselves on their profiles,cltanyone
with Internet access--an estimated 700 million pe@mridwide--can view. Critics maintain that MySQeaand
similar Web sites offer convicted child molestedra@st unprecedented access to teenagers and ewegeyo
children.

To date, MySpace has no policy that explicitly baes offenders from posting to its site. Indeednynaitics
have argued that developers of social networkindp ¥ftes take too much of a laissez-faire approache
sites, especially when safety is concerned. Suthscsay that MySpace, for example, should enfonoee
strictly its 14-and-over age requirement. Criticgtier say that social networking Web sites shauttiide
more parental control options, which would allowgrds to set limits to their children's accessuchsWeb
sites.

Critics have also lambasted social networking Wids s

for what they say are their negative effects onagers.
B Young people run the risk of becoming addicted bW
70 sites such as Facebook, critics assert. "Facelsooka
giant time vortex--a black hole of chatter--and rizainy
kids it's hard to find an exit,” writes Michael Dyfan

hions
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assisting managing editor Bime.

Young people spend their after-school hours sufiy§$pace and Facebook instead of participatingher
more productive activities, critics say. Alan Goaadwhe principal of Walt Whitman High School intBesda,
Md., calls social networking Web sites "a hugerdidion.” He asserts that students who try simelasly to
complete a homework assignment and talk to friemdslySpace or Facebook can stretch a 90-minute
homework session into four or five hours.

Critics say that Web sites such as MySpace arepesmore example of the way today's youth aretaatiyg
overloaded with media, in the form of televisiorysit, magazines, cellular telephones, and nowakoci
networking Web sites. Teenagers' common practia®wibining those types of media at the same
time--listening to music, watching television anteracting with friends on MySpace, all while tryito read a
book for school--can have negative effects on thilrdeveloping brains, experts say.

"If a teenager is trying to have a conversatioraore-mail chat line while doing algebra, she'lfsué decrease
in efficiency, compared to if she just thought abalgebra until she was done," says David Meyer dihector
of the Brain, Cognition and Action Laboratory at tdniversity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Simply putjeyer
says, the brain is not built to multitask to thgme that today's teenagers do. "With such contpliciasks
[you] will never, ever be able to overcome the neime limitations in the brain for processing infation

during multitasking,” he says. With social netwoikiWeb sites becoming a full-fledged addiction agion
young people, critics warn, their ability to perfovarious cognitive tasks related to schoolworkhhlgecome
that much more compromised.

Additionally, some critics say that the overussadial networking Web sites has effectively takem place of
real social interaction for many teenagers. Todagragers "do less face-to-face talking, less @alking
[and] less playing outside than any other genematiad because of that, the Internet is real tmtheays Parry
Aftab, the executive director of WiredSafety, a pianfit, volunteer group that educates parents aadhers
about the potential dangers of teenage Internetliesnagers who rely on MySpace for their sociabrawill
likely face developmental challenges as they ehtgr adult years, critics maintain.

Negative Effects Exaggerated, Supporters Argue

Supporters of social networking Web sites saytiay can actually aid teenagers' social developsiane
they allow them to experiment with different ideieis or personalities. "The appropriate job forladoence is
to try things out in a relatively consequence-zeae and see what fits," says Sherry Turkle, sotmgist and
psychologist who teaches at the Massachusettsuliestf Technology in Cambridge. The relative amity of
the Internet allows teenagers to do just that. Aalaally, social networking Web sites can help pbgple come
out of their shells by teaching them how to intéexaith others in a safe, online environment, sufgrsrsay.

Defenders also argue that social networking Weds $itive value as an outlet for self-expressionnyqeople
can use the Web log features of Web sites suchy&phte, Facebook and Xanga.com to write down their
thoughts in an open forum that can be accessedymna. "Being able to share with people, | guesikean it
easier to deal with stuff,” says Emilie Jacksosemior at T.C. Williams High School in Alexandnéa.

Some supporters also assert that, despite chiacsl-wringing, it is healthy for teenagers to usebWites such
as MySpace to express their budding sexuality. §dflieenage girls have sex not because they wiant it
because they want to be admired,” writes Emma Ebofehe British newspaper tibserver."This is a way t
experiment with 'sexy’ without having to actualvk intercourse.”

Web sites such as MySpace can also be used to fosemse of community among people who never would
reach out to one another in a non-Internet forwmpperters say. Since the debut of social networkitelp sites,
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teenagers can use the Internet to get "to knowlpewdamo go to your school that you wouldn't reguyldalk to,"
says Ashley Yager, a senior at Fairfax Magnet Gdotehe Visual Arts. Defenders maintain that MgSe and
other social networking Web sites can help breairdihe artificial barriers of class, race and sostiatus that
often separate different groups of people at hgjtosl, encouraging teenagers to acquire a broakemare
diverse set of friends.

Responding to charges that MySpace contributestinetato the media-saturated bubble in which most
teenagers live, some supporters argue that engagmgltiple forms of media simultaneously can atliube
beneficial for a developing teenager. Steven Jamrtbe author oEverything Bad Is Good for You: How
Today's Popular Culture Is Actually Making Us Sreaf2005), writes:

Now ask yourself this question: In the officesheffuture, which skill set will today's kids draw
upon in their day-to-day tasks? Mastering interacgearching for information, maintaining
virtual social networks and multitasking? Or doialgebra? | think the answer is obvious.

Supporters further assert that the so-called ddekaf social networking Web sites is vastly exagged. The
number of people who use Web sites such as MySeapensibly far outweighs the number of people wH®
them for more sinister purposes, defenders mainttiklySpace were a state it would be twice theesif
California, but the crime associated with it woblkela five-block area of New York City," says Shawid,
MySpace's head of marketing.

Because of social networking Web sites, the wayagers create and maintain relationships in th@269
vastly different from past decades, which naturedlyses some parents to worry and be confused sbclut
Web sites, defenders assert. But Web sites sukty@pace represent a natural progression for aeasongly
technology-savvy youth generation, they argue.

Parents will always express concern about whatfignailiar to them, says Danah Boyd, a cultural
anthropologist at the University of California atReley. In the 1950s, for example, many parentsed
against the dangers of a new trend known as rogdk@hmusic. "Now we don't think of rock and ralé even
remotely sordid,"” Boyd says. "Elvis Presley? laigghable." In a few years, supporters maintaiopfgewill

likely not even remember why social networking Véé@ks aroused such consternation among some parents

Sites Expected to Remain Popular

As of June 2006, the Deleting Online Predatorshact not yet been voted on, and its future remancgain.
One thing is certain, however: Social networkingb/gdes are a phenomenon that is not likely to tagay any
time soon. For example, MySpace, the most popolaaknetworking Web site, has announced its imarto
expand into different media forms. Within the yddySpace's founders say, the company will launotosie
studio, a satellite radio station, and perhaps eweireless company that will compete with majdhutar
phone providers such as Virgin Mobile.

In December 2005, MySpace's record label maddfitsab debut. Its first release is a teen-orientednpilation
album featuring established bands, such as Weeadddashboard Confessional, alongside acts thaifissle
their name on MySpace. Unsurprisingly, the recale#l has a MySpace profile.

Meanwhile, Internet-safety experts advise paretis are concerned with their children's use of titerhet to
place the family computer in a centralized locatsmthey can monitor their children's usage diraks. Also,
parents should take the initiative and look atrtbkildren's MySpace or Facebook profiles, and iorifthem
about any inappropriate material that might bermsé¢ pages, experts assert. "I always tell pardoist expect
that to be a Kumbaya moment,” says Tammy HayloekCthe director of counseling at Windward Middle
School in Mar Vista, Calif. "The kids are goinglde angry with you. You are the devil. So be OK ithat."
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Discussion Questions & Activities

1) Have you registered with a social networking VE&e? If so, approximately how much time do yoarsh
per week, on matters related to that Web site? Wbkat your reasons for joining the site? If youdawot
registered with a social networking Web site, expiahy not.

2) Given the potential dangers involved with sooiiworking Web sites, should there be limits put o
teenagers' access to them? What kinds of limits?

3)Critics of social networking Web sites say thgytlead teenagers to confuse Internet socializatith
real-life socialization. Explain why you agree asajree with that assessment?

4) Many advertisers are using Web sites such agllysto research the latest trends among teendgess.is
your opinion of that?

5) Design a social networking Web site. What wordd name it? What sorts of features would you
include/exclude? Would you include any safety feegusuch as an option that would allow parentsdtrict
their children's access to the site?
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Additional Sources

Additional information about social networking Wates can be found in the following sourt

Katz, James and Ronald Ri&ocial Consequences of Internet Use: Access, lenwat and Interaction.
Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2002.

Lawler, JenniferCyberdanger and Internet Safety: A Hot IsdBerkeley Heights, N.J.: Enslow Publishers,
2000.

Contact Information

Information on how to contact organizations thag &ither mentioned in the discussion of social ngktimg
Web sites or can provide additional informationtbe subject is listed below:

WiredSafety

96 Linwood Plaza, #417

Fort Lee, N.J. 07024
Telephone: (201) 463-8663
Internet: www.wiredsafety.org

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
699 Prince Street

Alexandria, Va. 22314

Telephone: (703) 274-3900

Internet: www.missingkids.com

Key Words and Points

For further information about the ongoing debateiosocial networking Web sites, search for theofeihg
words and terms in electronic databases and othibtigations:

MySpace
News Corp.
Deleting Online Predators Act

Facebook
Hemanshu Nigam

See "How to Cite" under Help for more informatiam@ting this article in a bibliography or footnote

© 2006 Facts On File News Services

11 of 11 6/22/2006 11:26 Al



